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Presidential QRM 


By Larry Gansz, KB2GV 


It’s December, the holiday season, time to be thankful, joyful, giving, forgiving. 
Time to take pride in ourselves, our service, to remember and honor our loved ones, 
our compatriots—all who give so much so we may have a better life. 

With the new year our club leadership changes. Congratulations and good luck to 
Sam, KO6JR, Cal, KE6OEH, Donna, KE6PPM, Greg, KE6VTA, Charles, AC6WU, 
John, KM6QX, and Paul, N6JOX. The new RRRG chair is Jim Brunk, N6BHX. 
Greg, KE6VTA, and Sylvia White, KC6YJV, head Pacificon ‘97. The new year brings 
our 50th anniversary. As we celebrate, let’s not forget our tradition, our purpose, and 
our goals while moving our club and amateur radio into the next century. 

Oh yes, I forgot—let’s have fun! Seems like the right time of year. See you on 
Friday, December 20 at the Holiday Social. Come and bring the family; we’ve got 
food for all. We have beverages, music, prizes and more prizes, and the annual awards, 
including the new lifetime achievement award. And this will be the last time you have 
to hear me. See you there! 

Happy holidays, thank you all, and see ya on the air. 73’s, Larry, KB2GV 


President-Elect QRM 
By Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Well, it is the holiday season and all of us are looking forward to the little (or big) 
stocking stuffers filled with HAM gear. I guess we can only hope. 

I want to personally thank Larry, KB2GV, andthe rest of our current Board, for 
their leadership of our club over the last two years. I only hope I can keep up the 
standards and help our club grow and sponsor activities in which we all want to par- 
ticipate. Next year is the 50th year for MDARC. I hope we can all participate in 
activities marking this special year. 

Again, as everyone is saying, | want to remind you of the Holiday Social on the 
20th. See the signup in another part of this Carrier. I hope to see all of you there. 

There are lots of ideas out in the Club. Make them heard and we will try to make 
them happen. And now, wishing you a very happy and healthy holiday season and 
new year, I will sign clear. 

73, de Sam, KO6JR 


...At Your Service 
By Charles Arthur, AC6WU 


A grandmother in her mid-eighties, returns from her daughters’ home. Her car 
slides on the black ice that blankets a curve in the highway. The car slips down a 90 
foot embankment landing up-side-down, the force of the turn-over jamming the doors 
closed. She is wearing her seat belt and while unhurt, she is not able to get out of the 
vehicle. The temperature falls rapidly and it begins to snow. 

Other motorists passing by do not see the two small dips in the snow at the edge of 
the road that her wheels had left. They most likely are concentrating on negotiating 
the same curve in the highway. It does not take long for her and the vehicle to become 
entirely buried in the snow. 

Only the sharp eyes of a Highway patrolman who had been alerted that she was 
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EXTRA! EXTRA! Election Results 


The annual MDARC elections were held at the November general meeting. 
The results were as follows: 


President: Sam Lipson, KO6JR 
Vice President: Cal Groom, KE6QEH 
Secretary: Donna Cook, KE6PPM 
Treasurer: Greg Estep, KE6VTA 
Emergency Coordinator: Charles Arthur, AC6WU 
Director: John Stuart, KM6QX 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group also held elections at their November 
meeting. Here are those results: 


Chairman: Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
Secretary: Bert Dawson, KB7BGM 
Treasurer: Stuart Cannon, KE6OFD 
Technical Manager: Barry Winkler, KC6WYA 
Representitives at Large: Dick Brown, KT6X 


Howard Burk, KE6PTT 


...At Your Service 
continued from page 1 


missing, would find her some nine hours later. She was found unhurt and in 
good health. Had she not been prepared, the sub-zero temperature would 
have claimed her life. While the use of Ham Radio was not useful in this 
example, being prepared was. 

I have just returned from a two month stay in Alaska where this scenario 
was acted out in reality. Emergency preparedness is taken quite seriously 
there. This time of year, prepared individuals carry arctic gear with them, 
even when traveling only a few miles. 

Being prepared is an easy thing to do. For the next few months I will be 
discussing Emergency Preparedness. While we may not be threatened by 
sub-zero temperatures, there are other matters that should concern us. Di- 
sasters like the one above, will most likely occur when your family is not all 
together. The kids may be at school. You may be at work, the shopping 
center, or the theater. To prepare for these possible separations, take a few 
minutes and develop a reunion plan. A plan that will help you get back to- 
gether, or if that’s not possible, to let each other know you are okay. 

If you have children in school, review the schools’s plan for emergency 
procedures. Then you will know what the plan is for example, if an earth- 
quake hits during school hours. 

If something happens which prevents the family from uniting at home, list 
three places to go. Possibly a neighbors’ or nearby relatives’ homes, church 
or community center. Be sure everyone in the family knows the plan. Put 
this list where it can readily be seen. 

Choose a relative who lives at least 100 miles away who can be contacted 
by phone (or ham radio) by all family members if it becomes impossible to 
reach the reunion locations. You can report to them where and how you are 
and learn about other family members. 

By planning what to do before you need to, you will help yourself and 
your family to react correctly and instinctively at the first sign of disaster. 

Disaster preparedness is a large part of the ARES organization. Amateur 
Radio operators must be prepared to help themselves first, then the immedi- 
ate family and lastly others that are involved. It does not matter how experi- 
enced you may be, or how much equipment you have. If you are PREPARED 
then you are of use to all concerned. 

continued on page 7 
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Pacificon 97 Committee Meeting 
By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


Please mark your calendars. December 21 at 8:00 A.M will be the first meeting of 
the Pacificon 97 committee. Not all the good jobs are taken yet, so get in on the 
ground floor. If you are interested in breakfast, we meet at 7:00 before the meeting. 
The meetings take about one hour and are always held on the Saturday following the 
MDAEC meeting. 

If you went to Pacificon 96, this is your chance to get a behind the scenes look at 
how it is all put together. Dick Brown and I cochaired Pacificon 96. Sylvia White and 
I will be cochairing Pacificon 97. There are many of you that would like to do some- 
thing for the club. Please come and find out for yourself what it is all about. 


W6CX Repeater Status 
By Richard Shappee, WA5HQJ 


Summary of conversation with Keith 5 November 1996 and status of repeaters as 
best I understand it... 

1. We are responsible for three each 7/8 hardline coax cables. These will be for 2- 
meter transmit, 220 receive/transmit and 440/427/1200. A diplexer will be needed 
for the latter cable. 440 receive will be through a community antenna. 

2. The cables will be installed by either a company that Len Pringle is dealing with 
in Sacramento or Greg at Baycom. If Len can’t confirm today to Keith that he will get 
the job done, Keith will contract with Baycom. 

3. The cost differential between using the moonlighters and regular hours is “hun- 
dreds of dollars”. I asked if that meant thousands of dollars and Keith wasn’t sure. | 
asked him to get a quote both ways. He said he would do so and let Barry know. 

4. The diplexer is not on hand and Keith will call today to order. 

5. A Hoffman box is to be ordered. Will do so when the size of the diplexer is 
known. He plans to order it by the weekend so it will be here to have holes cut next 
week. 


Richard WA5HQJ 
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Proposed 1997 Budget 
By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


This reflects the proposed 1997 budget. 


INCOME Budget 
Auction $2,500 
Interest $300 
Membership Dues $8,000 
Pacificon 1997 $10,000 

Total Income $20,800 

Expenses 
Carrier Postage $1,500 
Carrier Printing $6,000 
Holiday Party Awards $200 
Holiday Party Decorations $300 
Holiday Party Food $1000 
Holiday Party Prizes $400 
Field Day $150 
Insurance $800 
Membership $900 
Miscellaneous (see note) $300 
Picnic $200 
Refreshments $600 
Rent/Coffee $900 
State Filing Fees $30 
Telephone $120 
Speaker Gratuities $150 

Total expenses $13,550 


Capital Projects 
Scholarship/Sch. & Libraries $2,500 
Reserve $4,750 


Note: the Miscellaneous category reflects 
the net loss from several self sustaining 
accounts. Refreshments, Education, 
Door Prizes, Name Tags, Patches/T- 
shirts are in this category. 


Kaiser Hospital Simulated Emergency Test 


By Jim Brunk, N6GBHX 


On Friday, November 15th, Terry Dearborn, W6HPC, and Jim Brunk, N6BHX, participated with many other Bay Area hams 
in a simulated Emergency Test (SET). This SET was a wide area exercise to train and test personnel from the many Kaiser 


Hospitals and Clinics in Northern California. 


The scenario stated that a large earthquake had occurred on the Hayward fault 18 hours before the exercise. Each facility put 
the Incident Command System (ICS) into effect and proceeded to assess and deal with the exercise. 

The RACES operators were able to use the Kaiser ham radio set up to provide communications on several repeater and simplex 
channels. The Club’s 2 meter repeater was one of the repeaters that gave good coverage to the Central Valley and parts of the East 


Bay. 


Although the traffic was light, This exercise provided a very good opportunity to learn how to integrate ham radio into an 


organization's emergency plans. 


Page 4 


MDARC General 


Meeting Minutes 
November 15, 1996 


The meeting was called to order at 
7PM by Pres. Larry Ganz, KB2GV. Dick 
Schluze, AA6DL, reported membership 
at 633. Larry introduced visitors. Greg 
Estep reported that $16,138 is in the 


Look for the 

HAO Home Page 

‘on the World Wide Web 

nt! way hamvadio com 
AEN SOT Fane re 


ANAHEIM, CA $2801 
933 N. Euclid St. 
{714) 533-7373 
(800) 854-6046 
Janet, WATWMB. Mgr. 
Near Disneytand 


BURBANK, CA 91506 
2492 W. Victory Bivd. 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KASIHT, Mor. 

Victory Blvd, at Buena Vista 
1 mi, west 1-5 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 
Mark, KEGOFP, Mgr. 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 


‘SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
5375 Kearny Villa Rd. 
(619) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa. 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
S10 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
{408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Ken, K1ZKM. Mgr. 
KOM@HAMAADIO.COM 
Lawrence Expwy. 

So. trom Hwy. 101 


NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 
1509 N. Dupont Hwy. 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 
Bob, WN3K, Mor. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295. 


PORTLAND, OR 97223 


11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
far, KE70A, Mor. 
Tigard-99W exit 

trom Hwy. 5 & 217 


DENVER, CO 80231 
8400 E. ititt Ave.. #9 
(303) 745-7373 
(800) 444-9476 
Joe, KDZGA, Mgr. 


NEW LOCATION! 


PHOENIX, AZ 85021 
1939 W. Dunlap Ave. 
(602) 242-3515. 
(800) 444-9476 
Gary, WB7SLY. Mgr. 
1 mi, east of I-17 


ATLANTA, GA 30340 
6071 Butord Highway 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

John, KB4NUC, Mor. 
Doravitie, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 


‘WOOOBRIDGE, VA 22191 
Washington 0.C. area 
14803 Buitd America Dr. 
(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Rick, AABOQB, Mor. 

Exit 161. 1-95, So. to US 1 


SALEM, NH 03079 
Boston, MA arez 

224 N. Broadway 

(603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, KM4NZ, Mgr. 
CLW@HAMRADIO.COM 
Exit 4, 1-93: 

26 mi. No. of Boston 


AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA 
residents add sales tax. 
Prices, specifications, 
descriptions. subject 

to change without notice. 


12 Store Buying Power! 


“KENWOOD 


TS-50S/ T 'S-60S HF Transceiver/6M 


+ TS-50S - Wortd's smallest HF Transceiver 

« 100W out. (90W TS-60S. 50mHz only) 

+ SSB, CW. AM. FM 

*12V Gen. Cov. RX, 6.4 Ibs., 7.16 x 2.4 x9.32" 
» 105db dynamic range. 100 Mems. 

» Opt. ext. ant. tuners available (TS-50S only) 


Call Now For Our Low Pricing! 
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bank and all bills are current. The min- 
utes in the November Carrier were ap- 
proved as printed. 

Sam, KO6JR, reported on ARES/ 
RACES. The EC meeting is the first 
Wednesday of each month at Baker’s 
Square in Concord. Nets are on Thurs- 
day night at 7PM. Tonight 9 people took 
18 elements and more VE’s are needed. 

John, KQ6MX, talked about public 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 
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service. About 2 of the people present 
had participated in a public service event 
this year. 

Tony, AC6GM, reported that 12 
people graduated from the classes. Jim, 
KC6SOE, invited everyone to come to 
the RRRG meeting on 11/20 where the 
antenna situation will be discussed. 

Lauren, WA6CIE, reported on Field 
Day. MDARC was eighth in CA and fifth 
in our class. 
Over 2900 
contacts. 

Don, 

N6SIA, _ re- 
ported that the 
December so- 
cial is set for 
12/20/96, 7- 
9PM and he 
has hats for 
sale. 

Sylvia 
White, and 
Greg Estep will 
be cochairing 
Pacificon 97. 

T he 
MDARC board 
will be looking 
for award can- 
didates on 
Monday 
7:30PM on 
11/18 at Emil 
Villas in Con- 
cord. Please 
give your rec- 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 


DJ-G5T_ ewaso 


* 200 Mems, Clonable 


TH-79A(D)2emaout 


* 2.7 2M. 2W 440 
© SW Optional 
© OTSS Built-in 


10-706 Heme transceiver 


= 100W HF 
* 100W 6 Meters 
* 10W 2 Meters 


* Dual Rx. (VV or U/U) 
Built-in CTCSS 

© Auto-Dialer memories 
« Channet Scope 

+ 4.5w w/optional battery 


CALL NOW FOR 
LOW INTRO PRICE! 


ommendation 
to any board 
member or 
come. Every- 


+ 82 Memories 

* DTMF Memories 
Built-in CTCSS Enc/Dec. 
© User-Friendly Menu Sys, 
CALL NOW FOR 


INTRO SPECIAL! 


© Ultra Compact 
© 2M HT. SW opt. 
* 40 Memories 

* Encode Buiit-In 


CALL NOW! 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


Rapid Deliveries From 


j The Store Nearest To You! 


TH22AT 


Call Far introductory Pricing! 


10-77 5/ DSP HF/ Transceiver 


* 200W HF Transceiver * 101 memories 


DX-70T HF Transceiver 


100W 160-10 Mtrs » 10W 6M. Gencov. Ax 


one vis wel- 
come. 

The follow- 
ing motion 
was passed. 
Pacificon 97 
will be spon- 


»* OSP built-in « Digital noise reduction Full QSK. 100 Mems. * Compact. Remotable sore d by 
° parame mas oun his etd Dual VFO. 12VDC * 6.2 Ibs. 
* © OSK, Digi iter * Built-in AC suppl 
2 Twin PBT « Dual watch MDARC on 
Cali Now For The Ultimate Radio! October 17, 
18 and 19 at 
the Concord 
Hilton. 
There were 
FI-S1R_ FT-50R 101 people at 
2M/4domHz HT 2M/440mHz Compact HT 
» 2W standard * Alpha numerc display the meeting : 
© SW Optional * Wide Band receive 


© Alpha Numenc Battery Saver 


© 120 Memories ¢112 Memories 


@ 6+ Spectrascope * Mil-Spec 
+ DTMF Paging « HiSpeed scanning 
«Coded SOL built-in Call For 
Special Low Introductory 
Pricing! Pricing! 


Rita Schlim 
FT-1 OOOMP HF Transceiver gave a presen- 
« Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 


Qual AX tation on the 
» Collins SSB filter built-in 
value of Ama- 


*100W. Power supply duilt-in 
r Low intro. Pricing! ‘ 
ae s teur Radio at 
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horse ride events. for 1997. Dick also reported that the Carrier now goes to the 
The elections’ results were reported. primary member in a family. 

Ray Gaschk reported that he is looking at a donation to 

President: Sam Lipson schools of about $600 in books. 
Vice President: Cal Groom George Roush reported that 54 adults, 2 teens, 5 under 12 
Secretary: Donna Cook had signed up for the Christmas Party. Eight had indicated that 

Treasurer: Greg Estep they wished to see Santa. 

EC: Charles Arthur Rob Bickel presented his request t6 the board. He had re- 


quested a permit to put up a tower in Walnut Creek. There was 
a conflict between what Walnut Creek requested in terms of 
information and what was available. Larry suggested getting a 
committee together to resolve the issue with Walnut Creek. 
Richard Shappee passed out copies of the proposed bylaws. 


Director: John Stuart 


MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Dick Schulze expressed concern on the nominating process. 
Minutes Richard Shappee will clean up the bylaws and present to the 
October 14, 1996 board at a future date. 


The meeting was opened at 7:35 P.M. by President Larry, | Respectfully submitted, 
KB2GV, at Emil Villas. Other officers present were Greg, Greg R. Estep 
KE6VTA, and Ray, KD6BLS. Also present was George, 

WB60FH, John, KM6QX, Rob, KO6PL, Richard, WA5HQu, 
Brian, KB6SFS and Dick, AA6DL. 

Next meeting will be 11/18 at Emil Villas in Concord at 
7:30 P.M. 

Dick Schulze reported that there are 637 members in the 
final 1996 member list. Registrations are now being accepted 


THE BASE STATION 


| Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters | 
A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Amphenol Coax Connectors Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies Hustler Mobile Antennas 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Reference Guides Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas MFYJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
W5SYI Study Guides & Software Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Bencher Paddles Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 


Butternut Antennas Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Antenna Masts Copper Wire Code+Theory Software HT Antennas 

Guy Wire Baluns ; SWR Meters Scanner Books 
Mast Bases Magnetic Ant Bases Ground Rods Scanner Antennas 
Wire Clamps Trunk mounts Coax Patch Cords Radio Publications 
Egg Insulators Ball Mounts Mic Plugs/Connectors Radio Handbooks 
Dog Bone Insulators Gutter Mounts PL-259s, BNC and “N” Spectrum Charts 
Center Insulators Code Oscillators Headphones Operating Manuals 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 


(510) 685-7388 (ea 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 xX 


In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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MDARC Board of 
Directors Minutes of 


Meeting 
November 18, 1996 


The Board meeting was opened at 
7:30 by President Larry, KB2GV, at Emil 
Villa’s. Other officers present were Sam, 
KO6JR; Greg, KE6VTA; Dick, AA6DL; 
Charles, KQ6FH; Paul, N6JOX; and Ray 
KD6BLS. Absent was Bruce, AHOU. 
Also present were Dick, KT6X; George, 
WB60FH; Cal, KE6OEH; Donna, 
KE6PPM; John, KM6QX. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
approved as printed in the Carrier. 

Treasurer Greg, KE6VTA, distributed 
a printed report. No changes were pro- 
posed. 

Membership Chairman Dick, AA6DL, 
reported a current total of 640 members, 
279 of which are also members of the 
Rocky Ridge Repeater Group. 

Vice President Sam, KO6JR, reported 
that last month’s program was very suc- 
cessful, thanks to the efforts of John, 
KM6Qx. Next month’s program will be 
the holiday social. 

Emergency Coordinator Charles, 
AC6WU, has recently returned from 
Alaska and had no report. However, Sam 
KO6JR, reported that several club mem- 
bers have participated in recent emer- 
gency training exercises. RACES train- 
ing is ongoing, and plans are being made 
for next year. 

Ray, KD6BLS, announced that a de- 
cision has been made as to which books 
to purchase for donations to schools. The 
books to be purchased are Ham Radio 
Made Easy, Help for New Hams, and 
Understanding Basic Electronics. 


There was some discussion regarding 
obtaining non-profit status for the club. 
The difficulty lies in classifying the club 
as a service organization, rather than a 
hobby club. This would require a change 
in the bylaws. 


George, WB6OFH, reported that a 
total of 117 members have signed up for 
the holiday social on December 20. 

John, KM6QX, requested reimburse- 
ment for signs made for upcoming trail 
rides. The Board voted to reimburse John 
for material expenditures. 

A number of names were proposed 
for the Kilroy Key and Ham of the Year 
awards, including nominating correspon- 
dence. The committee to decide will meet 
immediately after this board meeting. 

One piece of correspondence has 
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been received regarding election proce- 
dures. Larry, KB2GV, will draft a reply. 
The issue will be addressed when bylaws 
are reviewed. 

There was a discussion regarding the 
1997 budget. It was agreed that self-sus- 
taining items such as door prizes, name 
tags, refreshments, patches and t-shirts 
would be included, with a footnote stat- 
ing that these items are neither income 
nor expense. Regarding the trailer, the 
budget should state whether funds remain 
allocated or the allocation will be dropped 
if not used. The motion was made that 
the budget be adopted for presentation 
to the club with written footnotes and 
printed in the Carrier for final discussion 
in January. Motion was seconded and 
passed, 

The next meeting will be held on Janu- 
ary 13, with the old and new boards. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30. 


Rocky Ridge Repeater 


Group Meeting 
November 20, 1996 


Chair Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, opened the 
meeting at 7:40 PM. 

Minutes of Last Meeting: These were 
approved as published. 

Treasurer: Stuart Cannon, KE6OFD, 
reported we have $15,092.37 in the 
bank with one outstanding bill of $39.35. 
MDARC: President Larry Gansz, 
KB2GV, reported on the MDARC elec- 
tion and reminded the members of the 
year end holiday party on December 20". 
Antenna Installation: Keith Lattin, 
N6PMF, reported Dennis Donahue who 
is in charge of site development for 
Diablo Communications has temporarily 
put antenna installation on hold until a 
new policy for hams on all of their sites 
is announced in about two weeks. The 
only items we need to purchase to com- 
plete the installation are two Austin 
Triplexers. 

The voice antennas were relocated be- 
fore PACIFICON to a place about 30 feet 
higher resulting in better coverage in 
Alamo and Danville. 

Mt. Oso link: This matter is still on hold. 


Doppler Project: No report. 

ATV Project: Keith announced that the 
ATV is operating on the hill and is lack- 
ing only a computer. He has the boards 
for a computer and only needs a rack 
mounted case at a cost of $69. A $25 
crystal for the 1200 output is also needed 
to comply with our NARCC sanction. 
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These have been approved by the Steer- 
ing Committee. 

LLBBS: Dick Brown, KT6X, pointed out 
that there is now a special area just for 
RRRG. He encouraged all to use the 
BBS. He has disks in PC and MAC for- 
mat for anyone who needs the software 
to connect. 

Sweatshirts: Pete Perata, KA6SHE, still 
has a some for sale. 

Membership: Dick Schulze, AA6DL, 
reported on the combined membership 
application/renewal form for MDARC 
and RRRG whereby one may join or re- 
new for both groups with only one check 
to MDARC. 

Donation: The Chair reported that we 
had received a generous donation from 
Arnold Ridings, WA6ZPL, of a UHF Mid- 
land 100 watt repeater. This will be a 
backup for existing equipment and a valu- 
able item when present equipment fails 
or needs to be taken out of service for 
repairs. 

Exec 2 Uhf Repeater: Jim suggested 
that we donate this to the trailer com- 
mittee for use on the test pair and that 
we purchase crystals for the same for a 
cost of $50. It was M/S/C. 

Hospital SET: Jim Brunk, N6BHX, 
thanked the group for the use of the re- 
peater for a SET on November 15". He 
reported that there was good coverage 
from Sacramento down to Fresno. 
Elections: After introduction of candi- 
dates and solicitation for nominations 
from the floor the following were elected 
by written ballot: Chair: Jim Brunk, 
N6BHX; Secretary: Bert Dawson, 
KB7BGM;; Treasurer: Stuart Cannon, 
KE60OFD; Tech Mgr: Barry Winkler, 
KC6WYA; Reps. At Large: Dick Brown, 
KT6X and Howard Burk, KE6PTT. 
Steering committee: The next meet- 
ing of the steering committee will be at 
Baker’s Square, Wednesday December 
11, 1996 at 7:30 PM. 


Respectfully submitted 
Dick, AA6DL 
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...At Your Service 
continued from page 2 


Join ARES and become prepared. 
ARES offers practical training and prac- 
tice sessions. If you are shy, bring a 
friend. You will have some fun while 
learning and acquire a sense of personal 
accomplishment. 

Wishing you all good transmissions, 
73’s, Charles, AC6WU. 


MDARC Supports 


Endurance Trailride 
By Joe Gregory, WAGDQN 


On Saturday, September 21, amateur 
radio operators from the Mt. Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club provided commu- 
nications between vet check points and 
the ride director for the Las Trampas 
Endurance Trailride in Redwood and 
Anthony Chabot Regional Parks in the 
Oakland Hills. The 25 mile ride had 36 
entrants, the 50 mile ride had 70 riders. 

Terry Dearborn, W6HPC, reached 
Base Camp in Bort Meadow before 0600 
and accompanied the Ride Director to 
various check points. Jeff Strauss, 
KE6QYM, reported to the Redwood 
Bowl Archery Range about 0630. Jeff 
used a J-pole mounted on a thirty foot 
mast supported by a camera tripod, 
which helped signals greatly in the rather 
dense forest at Redwood bowl. Commu- 
nication in Redwood Park was scratchy 
at times, but all traffic was handled. Joe, 
WA6DQN, joined the net at 0745 from 
the second Vet Check at Lower Wayside 
Parking Area. Dick Liniger, KE6CEU, 
checked in from the Marciel Gate check 
point at 0930, and held that post till late 
in the afternoon. Jeff moved to the final 
Vet Check at Skyline Blvd. and Grass 
Valley Road after drag riders reached 
Redwood Bowl around 1100, and re- 
mained there till drag riders arrived and 
the post was closed about 1730. 

Donna Cook, KE6PPM, joined the net 
a bit before noon, and replaced Terry as 
communicator for the Ride Director. Joe 
came to Base Camp in Bort Meadow af- 
ter closing the Lower Wayside station a 
little after noon. He alternated between 
the vet check area in the meadow and 
the finish line a few hundred yards to the 
south as needed all afternoon. 

The team handled messages with mi- 
nor glitches due to power interruptions. 
The ride organization had problems with 
duplicate or incorrect numbers for horses, 
and riders taking the wrong route. These 


provided additional radio traffic. Ride 
sponsors thanked us profusely for our as- 
sistance. It was a clear and pleasant day 
and we all enjoyed the outing. 


Ramblings from the 


Editor 
By Jerry Gardner, W6UV 


It’s the end of another year already! I 
hope 1996 brought everyone prosper- 
ity and good health and I hope everyone 
has a great 1997! 

As I cleaned out my files for 1996, I 
took the opportunity to read each issue 
of the Carrier published in 1996. I'll 
share the highlights with you in the form 
of a mini “year in review”. 

Of course, the biggest news of 1996 
didn’t even happen in 1996! The morn- 
ing of December 12, 1995 will live in 
the minds of everyone as the night the 
Diablo tower fell and made mincemeat 
of the W6CX repeater antennas. Barry 
Winkler and Keith Lattin erected a tem- 
porary antenna and put some of the re- 
peaters back on the air a few days later. 
A new tower has arisen like a Phoenix 
from the ashes, but the first anniversary 
is fast approaching and the new W6CX 
antennas are still not on the tower. Hope- 
fully the new year will see the W6CX re- 
peaters fully functional on the new tower. 
And maybe someone will put some 
thought into a voting receiver system to 
improve coverage for all of us long-suf- 
fering South County residents. (hint, 
hint!) 

The infamous trailer issue was finally 
resolved by its donation to the Martinez 
Police Department. An intense debate 
over the usefulness of the Internet raged 
in the Letters page of the Carrier, and 
several members took the Board to task 
over club finances. The club established 
itself on the World Wide Web, and even 
the Carrier made an appearance. 

The 1996 Field Day effort was one 
of the best ever. Lauren and crew put on 
an excellent operation and finished well 
up in the standings. The club picnic in 
July was another big hit. 

Of course, who can forget Pacificon 
‘96? Another year, another big success. 
These things just continue like clock- 
work... 

I'll end with a request. Often I listen 
to the repeaters and will hear someone, 
usually, but not always, a newcomer, an- 
nounce they’re monitoring. They'll get 
no response. A minute or two later, a 


more frequent user will also announce 
he’s monitoring, and three people will 
double with each other coming back to 
him! I doubt all three just happened to 
just tune in! They were there all the time 
and almost certainly heard the newcomer, 
but didn’t bother to respond. Remember 
back to when you first got your license, 
or first started using a new repeater. Let’s 
give newcomers a break by coming back 
to them and making them feel welcome. 
It doesn’t take much to really make 
someone’s day! . 

One last note, Joe Spinosa, 
KF6CWK, is looking to put up a tower 
in Concord, and is wondering if any- 
one knows the proper procedure to 
get the necessary permits from the 
city. Joe can be reached at (510) 798- 
4922 (Day/Night), PC/Fax: (510) 
676-2775. 


ARRL Pacific Division 


Update December, 1996 


By Brad Wyatt, K6WR, Director, 
Pacific Division 


Pacificon ’'96 a Great Success 

Pacificon ’96 is now history. The 
award highlights included the 1995 Field 
Organization Volunteer of the Year for 
1995 to Jim McCauley, AB6EU, and for 
1996 to Randy Foutch, KE6HCI; 1996 
QST Cover Plaque Awards to Patty Win- 
ter, N6BIS, and Dave Hersberger, 
W9GR. There were sessions updating us 
on Washington DC developments, an- 
tenna classes and meetings for ARRL 
Volunteer Counsels. The vendor exhibi- 
tions were always jammed. Pacificon’96 
was produced by the Mount Diablo ARC. 
Thanks to Dick Brown, KT6X, and Greg 
Estep, KE6VTA, co-chairs, and their 
team for a great convention! See you in 
1997 at Pacificon ’97 in Concord - Oc- 
tober 17-19, 1997! 


New RF Safety Rules Effective Jan. 
1, 1997 

As has been reported widely, new RF 
safety rules go into effect for US hams 
effective Jan. 1, 1997. Thus far little in- 
formation has been released which pro- 
vides guidance to the amateur commu- 
nity regarding exactly what must be done 
to comply with the new regulations. The 
FCC stated in its Order, announcing the 
new rule, that a revised version of FCC 
OET Document 65 would be released 
well before the first of the year, and that 
it would contain guidelines suitable for 
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Membership Directory Update 
By Dick Schulze, AAGDL 


MDARC is pleased to welcome the following new members: 


BERNARD, Dot, KD6TMO, (G). Ron KD6TMP (510)-932-4022(h) 
2266 Gladwin Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
BERNARD, Ron, KD6TMP, (G). Dot KD6TMO (510)-932-4022(h) 
2266 Gladwin Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
BROWN, Richard E., (T). (610)-934-0668(h) 
2125 Alice Avenue, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 (415}834-1111(w) (510)-934-4010(fx) 
GHERINI, Barbara, SWL (-0-). Steve KF6FRL (510)-254-5546(h) 
6 Saint Stephens Drive, Orinda, CA 94563-1950 
GHERINI, Steve, KF6FRL, (T). Barbara (510)-254-5546(h) stevegherini@tetratech.com(email} 
6 Saint Stephens Drive, Orinda, CA 94563-1950 (510)-283-377 1(w) (510)-283-0780(fx) 
MC BAIN, Harry J., KE6VOB, (G). (916)-344-3464(h) 
3918 Tricia Way, North Highlands, CA 95660 (916)-344-3464(fx) 
SHEAHAN, Michael J., KF6HLJ, (T). (510)-625-4726(h) mjshea@cctrap.com(email) 
429 Hazelnut Drive, Oakley, CA 94561 (510)-625-9683(w) (510)-625-2310(fx) 
SMITH, Douglas M.(Doug), WA6GON, (E). Eileen (510)-827-1521(h) doug@ccnet.com(email) 
2142 Janice Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3417 


Please note there have been changes, shown in bold, for the following: 


BICKEL, Robert C., K6FX, E. (510)-933-4087(h) rbickel@ccnet.com(email) 
1316 Deneb Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
GARDNER, Jerry, W6UV, E. Julie KE6TKY (510)-735-7325(h) KD4CVR(BBS) w6uv@ccnet.com(email) 
2236 Tahiti Drive, San Ramon, CA 94583 (408)-542-1954(fx) 
GASCHK, Raymond W.(Ray), W6FYA, T+. Dorothy (510)-933-3242(h) rgaschk@tpi.net(email) 
2680 Cherry Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 94596-2161 
HILSON, Steve, W6AV, E. Phoenix (510)-833-8249(h) 
11936 Bloomington Way, Dublin, CA 94568 (510)-829-9500(w) 
JONES, George P., AH6OP, E. Lillian (808)-572-0710(h) AH6GR.HI.USA.OC(BBS) 
1316 Hogback Road, Haiku, HI 96708 (808)-572-0710(fx) 
PETROVICH, Milan(Pete), W6ZW, E. Rhonda (510)-634-5431(h) pacific@cctrap.com(email) 
P. O. Box 1147, Brentwood, CA 94513 (510)-634-1203(w) (510)-634-9403(fx) 
SYMS, Robert C.(Rob), KO6ZL, A. (909)-593-2002(h) pir8@primenet.com(email) 
450 W. Foothill Blvd., Apt 101, Pomona, CA 91767-1060 (909)-593-2093(w) 
WHITE, Sylvia C., KC6YJV, General. (510)-825-6361(h) 
1706 Vernier Drive, Concord, CA 94519 (415)-591-6535(w) (415)-591-9180(fx} 


SILENT KEY 


Tom Nock, KD6VA, one of our long time members died on November 13, 1996. Tom was a 1938 graduate of Oregon State 
University and worked for Shell Chemical for 38 years, retiring as manager of the Aerospace Adhesive Department. He was quite 
active in retirement volunteering many hours weekly to the Family Stress Center and Family Saver’s Thrift Shop. Tom was a 
genuinely nice person and always a pleasure to be around. He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Beatrice Nock. 

—AA6DL 


Pacific Division Update, Cont. 


amateur use. Unfortunately, that revised OET Document 65 has been slow in coming. A preliminary revision was released for 
review in late September, but it provided little explicit guidance for the amateur. Because the deadline is rapidly approaching, the 
ARRL Board of Directors, at their meeting in late October, asked that the FCC be petitioned to delay the implementation date by 
one year. Meanwhile, as the FCC considers the request for delay (which was also requested by commercial interests), the ARRL, 
together with a group of volunteer experts, is working with the FCC to expand and improve the Document 65 coverage for hams. 
There will be a summary report in January QST. For more information, see Oct. 1996 QST, page 9, for the K1ZZ editorial, and 
pages 78 et seq. for details on the Docket. See also Pacific Div. Update for Nov. 1996 and QST for Dec. 1996. The text of this 
Docket can be found on the FCC web site at http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Engineering_ Technology/Orders/fcc96326.txt. 
Also, see the ARRL WWW site at http://www.arrl.org/news/rfsafety/ for current information. 
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NETS 


RRRG Nets 
APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Thursdays 2000 Hours 

Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6 YAW 


Phone Net 


Youth Net 


Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 
MHz. Net Control: Richard Shappee, WASHQJ 


Sheriff’s Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6bYBQ 
(510) 228-8223 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 

Thursdays, 1900 Hours 

Central County 145.680 Simplex 

dim Brunk*, NOBHX 
(510) 372-8248 
146.535 Simplex 

dim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
(510) 432-3220 
146.355/+ (100 pl) 
Greg Nelson*, WB6MBD 
{510) 933-5381 
145.1107 

Rich Parker*, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 


East County 


South County 


West County 


QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 


Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 
(510) 229-5705 


* Assistant District Emergency Coordinator 


MT. DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
HOLIDAY SOCIAL 


December 20, 1996, Friday 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 


7:00 to 9:00 PM 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


COME AND ENJOY a social evening with your club members. Hors d’ oeuvres will be served and attendance 
prizes will be drawn throughout the evening. This is not a dinner but is an opportunity to informally meet and socialize with 
your club members and their families. It is a club sponsored event and is limited to members and immediate family. 


RSVP no later than December 10. Reservations are a must in order to attend. 


Cut Here 


Please register me for the year-end social. 
Name Call 


Number in my party (member and immediate family) 


Mail to: George Roush, WB6OFH, 2116 Athene Drive, Concord, CA 94519-2231 


or call George (or Bertha) at (510)-687-0912. 
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